Computer Data 
Is Now ‘On-Line’ 


The TRIS (Transportation Research 
Information Service) database was 
made available in the DIALOG Infor- 
mation Retrieval Service on March I, 
1980. Previously, TRIS had been in 
the Battelle System but was removed 
from that system in March 1979 and 
has been off-line for a year. 

TRIS is an on-line computer data- 
base, which can be searched by com- 
binations of subject words. The result 
is a print-out of citations of books, 
reports, or journal articles which per- 
tain to the subjects searched. 

TRIS includes research information 
on highways (HRIS), urban mass 
ransit (UMTRIS), railroads (RRIS), 
hir transport (ATRIS), and maritime 
(MRIS). The file includes ap- 
proximately 100,000 records from 
1964 to the present and is to be up- 
dated monthly with the addition of 
approximately 1,500 records. 

The records in TRIS are either ab- 
stracts of documents and data 
holdings, or resumes of research 
projects that are relevant to the plan- 
ning, development, operation, and 
performance of transportation 
systems and their components. Source 
files and updates for the database are 
supplied through the cooperation of 
information services and centers that 
specialize in transportation informa- 
tion and whose combined holdings 
cover much of the transportation 
field. It is possible to search the entire 
TRIS database or to restrict the search 
to any combination of source files and 
record types. 

Department staff may request a 
search by writing or calling: Elizabeth 
Laney, Director of Technical Informa- 
tion, NCDOT, Room 140, Highway 
Building, Raleigh, North Carolina, 

elephone (919) 733-2964. 
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A ‘Grand’ Opening 


Charlotte Mayor Eddie Knox, left, cuts a ribbon to open officially the 
new Division of Motor Vehicles agency in Mecklenburg County. Elbert 
L. Peters Jr., commissioner of motor vehicles, right, was master of 


ceremonies for the event. 


DMV Opens New Charlotte Office 


The Division of Motor Vehicles has 
opened a new facility in Charlotte’s 
Freedom Mall to serve Mecklenburg 
County motorists. 

The new office, which opened March 
4, serves motorists in two areas: 
driver licensing and vehicle regis- 
tration. 

Elbert L. Peters Jr., commissioner 
of motor vehicles, said the new office 
offers serveral new features. 

“It has ‘express line’ service for dup- 
licate driver’s licenses and renewals of 
licenses with no violations in the 
previous four years,” Peters said. “In 
addition, our examiners have com- 
puter terminals for fast access to 


motorists driving records. Previously, 
citizens had to call or write Motor 
Vehicles headquarters in Raleigh for 
information about their licenses.” 

Peters said the vehicle services sec- 
tion of the new office is providing 
another new feature, as well as selling 
license plates and validation stickers 
and issuing vehicle titles. 

“For the first time, we are providing 
service outside of Raleigh for motor 
carriers registering vehicles under the 
International Registration Plan,” the 
commissioner said, explaining that 
the plan is a reciprocal program 
among states for the registration of 
trucks engaged in interstate commerce. 
(continued on last page) 
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Aiming high 


Raymond Crouse of Roadway Design has been selected as Rifle 
Marksmanship Coach for a special international team. 


Design Engineer Coaches Marksmen 


Raymond C. Crouse, project design 
engineer for the Department of Trans- 
portation, has been selected as the 
Rifle Marksmanship Coach for the 
United States Modern Pentathlon 
team. 

The team will compete in military, 
national and international champion- 
ships June 1—August 31. The team 
was slated to represent the U. S. in 
the Summer Olympics as well. 

While there is little chance for a trip 
to Moscow, Crouse said the team will 
travel to Munich, Germany, and Mon- 
treal, Canada. 

Crouse feels “it is a tremendous 
honor and privilege to be selected as 
a coach for these teams.” He sup- 
ports President Carter’s policy not to 
participate in the Moscow Olympics 
due to the Soviet Union’s invasion of 
Afghanistan. 

The modern pentathlon—not to be 
confused with the similarly named 
track and field event for women—is a 


Thomas W. Bradshaw, dr. 
Secretary of Transportation 


five-day competition in riding, fen- 
cing, shooting, swimming and run- 
ning. 

This somewhat odd combination 
was the idea of Baron Pierre de 
Coubertin, father of the modern 
Olympics. Coubertin felt it would be a 
more genuine measure of athletic 
versatility than the decathlons and 
pentathlons included on the track and 
field program. 

The five events that make up the 
modern pentathlon were not ar- 
bitrarily selected. The event was in- 
tended to recreate the ordeal of an 
imagined military courier who is dis- 
patched on horseback, ambushed 
and forced to fence with and shoot at 
his assailants, swim across a river to 
escape capture, and run some distance 
to deliver his message. At the Olym- 
pics and other events, the five sports 
are contested on a one per day basis 
exactly in that order. 


PUBLISHED BY: PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 
.f\ P. O. Box 25201, Raleigh, N. C. 27611 
% } Phone: (919) 733-3463 


/ 
2917 EDITOR: 


Reggie Lester 


—_ 


April 1980) 


LAYOUT Al 
Robby Lan 
PHOTOGR.: 
Bill Jones 

Charlie Jon 


Vol. III, No. 9 


| 
| 


TWO-WAY TRAFFIC 


Training for ‘race’ 


Bob Mosher of the Landscape 
Unit gets in a few laps in prepara- 
tion for the department’s partici- 
pation in a special road race 


during National Transportation 
Week. 


Road Race Set May 16 


Responding to the Oregon Depart- 
ment of Transportation’s challenge 
for a road race during National Trans- 
portation Week this year, the NC- 
DOT organizers have issued a coun- 
ter-challenge. 

The Oregon department proposed 
a 10,000 meter (6.2 miles) run for five 
employees, lowest total time wins. 
The NCDOT response was a 10,000 
meter run with the highest percent- 
age of finishers compared to the 
number of headquarters employees. 
The Oregon unit has accepted the 
counter-challenge. 

Alice Garland, NCDOT coordi- 
nator for the event, said the alterna- 
tive was offered to provide an oppor- 
tunity for additional participants in 
the department. 

“We felt it would be better if more 
people had a chance to participate,’ 
she said. 

The race date has been set for May 
17. Participants will check in at 9:30 
a.m.; the race gets under way at 10 
a.m. Runners will be using the 
Master’s Course at North Carolina 
State University in Raleigh. 

The deadline for registering for the 
event is May 16. 

The Transportation Planning 
Division has issued a challenge to 
other units in the department to de- 
termine the highest percentage of 
permanently employed workers 
finishing the run. 

Garland said other employees are 
needed to time the runners, man 
water tables and assist at inter- 
sections. Interested employees—run- 


ners and helpers—should contact her 
at (919) 733-2520. 
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Suggestion Winner 


Gregory Stadermann, left, and 
Secretary Tom Bradshaw. 


Gregory Charles Stadermann, 
division traffic engineer in 
Division 6, has been awarded an 
Employee Suggestion Award by 
the State Awards Committee for 
his suggestion concerning detour 
signs. 


In marking detours, previously 
all the panels in a detour route 
marker assembly were black on 
orange. Stadermann recomend- 
ed that a standard black on white 
route marker and a black on white 
arrow be added to the assembly. 


“These black on white markers 
are in our inventory and are less 
expensive,” said Stadermann. 
“My suggestion will save money, 
prevent waste, conserve energy, 
eliminate duplication and reduce 
work.” 


The State Awards Committee 
approved an award which con- 
sisted of a framed certificate 
from Gov. Jim Hunt and one day 
of leave which would not be 
deducted from his accumulated 
leave. The Department of Trans- 
portation also approved a Certifi- 
cate of Appreciation for Stader- 
mann’s efforts. 
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Northeast Cape Fear River Bridge 

With the largest public investment of funds for a bridge project in 
North Carolina’s transportation history in the background, Secretary 
Tom Bradshaw introduces Gov. dim Hunt Feb. 13 during dedication 
ceremonies for the Northeast Cape Fear River Bridge in Wilmington. 
Cost of the new structure spanning US-117/NC-133 is $16.2 million. 
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Employee Relations Representatives 


The department’s employee relations representatives met recently 
to discuss new personnel policies. Betty Berry, standing, administra- 
tive services manager for the Personnel Office, talks to the group, 
counter clockwise: Reggle Strickland of Fayetteville (Divisions 6 and 
8); Mary Eveland of Asheville (Divisions 11, 13 and 14); Delano 
Rackard of Charlotte (Divisions 9, 10 and 12); Emma Jane Muse of 
Raleigh (Division of Motor Vehicles headquarters); Steve Varnam of 
Wilmington (Divisions 3 and 4); E. A. “Buck” Waddell of Greenville 
(Divisions 1 and 2 and the Ferry Service); Betty Jones of Greensboro 
(Divisions 7 and 5); Ron Woife, employee relations manager; and Betty 
Helton (Division of Highways and Department of Transportation head- 
quarters). 


TRANSPORTATION YESTERDAY: 


In North Carolina: 1935 - General Assembly appropriated $3 million for bridge repairs. 


DMV Opens 
New Office 


(continued from front page) 


“We are pleased to expand our level 
of service to the trucking industry in 
western North Carolina.” 

A formal opening of the new office 
was held March 13. Charlotte Mayor 
Eddie Knox cut the ribbon to open of- 
ficially the new facility. 

Approximately 100 people attended 
the opening ceremony and toured the 
new facility, including representatives 
of local and state law enforcement 
agencies, motor carriers, auto 
dealers and civic groups. 

The new office brings to four the 
number of driver’s license examining 
stations in Mecklenburg County. The 
new facility replaced the former license 
plate agency at Freedom Village 
Shopping Center. There also is 
another tag bureau in Charlotte. 


Workers Receive 
Special ‘Thanks’ 


Department of Transportation em- 
ployees, Delamar Lawson and J. R. 
Harris have been helping people in 
special ways. 

Lawson, rest area custodian in the 
Winston-Salem area, found and 
returned a lost billfold to Alex Howard 
of Sylva, N. C. Howard thanked 
Lawson and said “I am happy to know 
we still have honest people in this 
world.” He went on to add that “the 
state should be proud of their men 
that keep our country beautiful.” 

Harris, road maintenance super- 
visor in Vance County, received | 
special thanks from Edna Henley, a 
rural mail carrier for that area. He 
and his crew cleaned up the snow in 
February so well that “it sure made 
delivering the mail a lot easier on 
me!” said Ms. Henley. She added, “I 
know it took a long time and a lot of 
hard work! I wanted you to know how 
much all of it was appreciated.” 

Their efforts are certainly a credit 
to the Department of Transportation. 


Elsewhere: 1964 — Verrazano-Narrows Bridge, world’s longest suspension bridge, 


completed. 6 


